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i sharedlraveﬂf "ﬁ:::rd Mustangs led Allén-hﬂ-éﬁﬁéwa and Spencer
Chittenden to own near identical resto-mod '69s, but also to a close
friendship that now means more than the cars themselves do.
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<k most people how they select
gndparﬂnts for their children and the
answer rarely involves skill at working on
classic Mustangs. To be fair, that's not really wihy
Spencer Chittenden asked Allan patthews 1o
take up the role for his daughter carlel, but
considenng it's only six years since Spencel and
Allan met in 2 chilly supermarket cat park, they
must have ponded pretty fast.
it was at Tesco's in Hatfield,” remembers . : sieee iy f S : w e I o i :
Spencer. | pyas there with a 1967 fa-..'tbar..klhad at i ) 4 all 7 : § G- ; i | ) o S W A e a A ol 24 - : went stratght 1o Allan's place;
the time and with another mate called Dave, who | -/ . : - ' j g e TR R pecause by then Spencer was saying
acked Allan alond. Allan turned up in his ‘69 Mach = 7L e e J : : i ] . o W v wyou know what | like — you build it for
1, which | liked, and we hit it off.” They Were off to A o & - . . s o - - m—— e 5 % me." Bodywork was limited to a NEW door skin
the Mustang sjampede at the Ace Cafe, which A ' == / : e i - ' - - _—— ~- e before the candy flip paint was applied.
was not improved when -+ started snowing. But e o T 3 o e N : : e e PR SO N m's really hard stuff to paint,” says Allan- You
the two ‘Stang fans got talking and less than a ' 5 e T ] ' - eed to do about four complete applications to
year later were on their way up (o Glasgow get it Lo work.” The end result is prety
rogether o W another ‘{9, this tme a 351 spectacular, f:!if:lt'.'{.i.au:f whien et off by the black
manual fastback for Spencer. Having seen Allans honnet and boot spoiler. The car had wheel-arch

car, he couldn’t resist something similar himself. extensions fitted back in America; which
gspencer likes pecause it lets him run 10in

Allan's Mustang is the red one. He acquired it &8 : : |

i a way that will be familiar {0 many readers: g / _ ' P N : =L wide rims on the rear and gin on the front,
mly was on eBay in Hew York... my finget kel \ : e A E 2 OP Jsed to the usual limitations of 8in
slipped,” he says. "This was about seven i _ _ 4 : rear, gin front.

years age. | imported it and did the ' ' W & . The int‘?finr of Spencer's car

bady and paint at the business | had at gt arrived in the boot, but went hack
the time, as it was in black primes 3 ' with few new parts apart from
when it arrived.” | ' " a carpet set. \When his €ar was

Allan used 1o run a bodysnop. | ' L e _ 8 PR L E"x on the road, e and Allan
bt it was forced into liquidation . et — — e . X wasted NO rirae in
around three years ago, thoudgh it's . : ' e — heading out Lo Santa
now FE!iHC-iTﬂi]'lE-‘d in the work Allan "y pod together. They
does for Adam LONGMOTE at Mustang ' N 5 vere both a little
Maniac. He needed to re-skin the ' \ ) = vy ; =, o 5 ; = Wy g . - disqusted with their
doors and replace @ wing, then he = il _ _ _ _ Lirmes, althouah high
baw-m-&m!eﬂ the rornainder and shot . - = : = : ! . £ L \ _ bl 5 s — 14 spcond passes feel
i with Ford candy apple red. The : - 5o Lt | ! quick to most civilians
interior was :‘.uhalaﬂtia'll‘_,' renewed LY . ; . ’ : \ | and are pe rfectly
although @ (more of Jess) criginal ; — — — ot : — s P . respectable for a more-
specification. Being a Mach 1, it irky lively w e —— o Sres G ah fetaey ’ ; - orles standard 351
351 cu in VB as standard, and 1 is form _— Aussd L O BN bl B e ST AT L o Y B R B Mustang. Neither man
that Spencer first met the car- e i Nl : says who first decided the

His, having returned fram Glasgow after a 20 3 AR e YEeT ety | R eI oy : S : next step was an engine 5-.-.—3_1::-,_-,:-Efl}ap5_

Atras n?i:'my'.“:; sk A 7 e e 3 ks __u e — e ad . it e hecause .'l.he;,r think along cuch similar lines it

L ﬁ% P '3' P £ i e L Py ' A T e g AT Leg = S :E':ﬂ‘f-"r-”" wias obvious 1o both of them. ¥

o ey

from a hater pustandg. it

- = - - = - e Tt L .
year 1;.-_,r up 1.n :.11::—;_ ._pttf-hl:s anf.: ahnjr* ona B pencer Chitten Sen's '69 contrasts
ship, was @ o in primer. it ad a f ;l.h Alin hew's . 1. f.,;-_ ;

351 cu in V& as well, but the

wronda Cleveland type Chin spoilers lend the pair 2 menacing 2if.--




Allan chose paul Wayling o build the mMoLors.
The 351 Windsof V& can be expanded considerably
with @ stroker it and if you opt for a more race
arientated Dart cylinder hlock, as Allan did for his
AT Car, you can get to almost gight litres from the
original 5.5, Allan went for a 427cuin (7.0-

fitre) kit but Wi 1 he got on wath

building up 3penc or's car, he was

little more res ned with 2 A08Cu-

in (6.7 fitre) version.

el | couldn’t have him
beating Mme; could 177 jokes Allan. AL
Least we think | king. This sudden
step change in p r, from somewhere in
the mid-200s 10 around 500bhp for
spencers car and perhaps 5 50bhp for Allan’s
required a good de | of ather work. AL this
point, Allan’s choice for the spec cation that
would work best on the two hMustangs Was
almost ‘dentical across koth of them: Willwood
prakes, D199 stiffer anti-roll pars and springs,
Tru-Trac dift arentials in F ord Qin rear ends built
by Hauser Racing and pransmissions By
performance Automatic. Paris carme from Chris
at WASP and of course mustand paniac.

There are MINor differences between them, of
course, with Spencer opting for a Hurst shifter
(e never liked the manual box anyway) and
Alan sticking with the original ford item. The
wheels are Torgue Thrust D on Allan's car and
hagnum 500s on Spencers, while the latter has
dressed up the engine bay since these pholos
were taken with a few chrome pieces. His car
runs a Holley g00ckim double-pumper, but Allan
has now gone up to a bigger camshaft

and with it, 2 proform 9 & 0cim

carburetiof.

w8y

gpencers 6o gets the
pare-metal treatment.
; : Those back axles are
now at 3.00:1 rather than
the original 3.50:1, giving a

R considerable advantage on the strip-

B \hen the pair got back to the Pod, the
difference was staggernng. #) went from mid-145
to mid-115 in one fell swoop,” SaYs Allan.
spencer’s car also 300N cracked the 12 second
mark, hitting 11.99. Happy? Tou bet. “1 wanted
something that would do street, strip and shows
with equal ability,” says Allan. 1 think I've got it.”

Spencer agrees, though his taste for Mustangs
has always left room for convertibles, like the first
one he bought in 2002 —a ‘69 model he still has.
He also has a 67 GT3901n Ford Uitimate Green
that’s in Allan’s <hed, awaiting completon
\ e T T L towards the end of thi r, plus tWo newer

o TUSE-Tree. Tl i H ch95 Mustangs. Happily, his other half Kerry is

-1 g This growing collection is at the root of the
ittle slogan on the power bulge of each €ar.
Spencer was at a show when he got talking to
someone about Mustangs and he happened 1o
mention that he had three (back then) which
caused the person he was talking with Lo ask
why, as you can only drive one at onc g, Most of
us would think vell, if you have 10 ask, you'll
nNever understand,” but Spencer summed 1t up in
three words: nCoz | can.” Allan liked the story 50
much he jumped on the bandwagon (Spencer’s
words, not ours) and -:q::p'li.ed the same slogan 1o
s own Car
s : e L - ' Reqular trips & the drad strip Were earning the
I and straight{orWare "'-1' e ¢ friends ap'r:ﬁt of rE-:'.‘:-d‘ql‘-:iti.mE or perhaps :
" notoriety. Another regular face at Santa Pod
known as the Red Baron [AKA their pal Sean)
started using picknames related to the Wacky
32 classic-a _ . _ . : __ _ i Races Cartoons. Allan 111:3.;11': the mistake of
-american.com L . _ : : o : R v e % e turning up n 3 plaid shirt one day and was
' : ' - netantly christene 4 Rufus Ruffcut after the burly
lumberjack character. Poor Spencer had to put
up with being Big Cruesome, after the largef of
the Gruesome Twosome characlers. Together,
spencer and Allan are the Bully grothers. 2
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‘-"(_' e A also a Mustang enthusiast.
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They may not have
i to
et until well in 3
adulthood, but the ‘brothers’ seem
fated o wind up as pa
{0 Vancouver and grev Up 3¢
cars before coming here; sin

51 time on visits ba
‘drive Mustangs for the fi Al

ver
in Continental conv! S
by his father, who clearly passed on the bug
the very early age: e

e just got on well Sight awor
fiends N

says the best frie i
Spencer S of weeks and speak most 3
S ere last together at
or so before we went
show and you
ssic Cars,

way,” says Allan.
ach other
on

e nd Allan'’s,
align as closely & ; =

ot l:ls‘,’gsurptimd if you get mui_?el\\:w yo

?:1'— you could find a fiend for life.

1369 AND '70: THE ULTIMATE MUSCLE MUSTANGS?

The cars owned by Allan Matthews and Spencer
Chittenden certainly suit their role as pumped-up
muscle machines, maybe better than any other
Mustang shape would do. The '64-'66 cars
area little dainty, the '67 and '68
models were getting there but miss
the extra headlamp on each side and the bunched
‘hips’ that seem to beg for those air scoops. From
1971 and beyond the long-nosed, long-wheelbase
styling perhaps lost some tautness.

I's no accident that Ford offered the most
muscular look yet for 1969. This was the year of the
first Mach 1, with 2 250hp 351V8 as standard but
options right up to a Super Cobra Jet 428, rated at
360Np. The Boss 302, also new for '69, was more

focused thanks to ils role as a homologation
special for Trans Am racing. It extracted more ‘go’
from a high-winding small-block V8 than any.

previous Mustang and the handling improvements
created maybe the best all-round Pony of the
Sixties, even if i tordsd to live in the shadow of its
big brother.

The Boss 429 was a very different animal. It was
oniy there to homologate an engine: the 429 cu in
VB with hemispherical combustion chambers that
Ford wanted to run in its NASCAR Torinos. It was
detuned for sale but underrated even so: 375hp
was way under the 450-ish a well set-up car would
make, with 515hp or more wiaiting for you after a
quick change of camshaft, headers and carburettor.

Nowadays, good ones cast more than £150,000
but they're still nose-heavy, truculent monsters with
lousy brakes. Using a bit of 21st century know-how,
Allan and Spencer have cars that update the Boss
429 concept without sacrificing user-friendly
character, performance or classic appeal.
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